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Education is Our Motivation 

 

Founded in 2005 by MIT professor Nicholas Negroponte, the One Laptop per Child 

(OLPC) has a simple mission: to create educational opportunities for the world's 

poorest children by providing each and every one with a rugged, low-cost, low-

power, connected laptop with content and software designed for collaborative, 

joyful, self-empowered learning. 

 

By giving a laptop, you are helping bring education to children in some of the 

world's most remote areas. 

You are connecting them to each other. To us. To hope. And to a better future.  

 

 

 

[Over 2 Million children in 42 Countires] 

 

A quote from their site: "We aim to provide each child with a rugged, low-cost, low-

power, connected laptop. To this end, we have designed hardware, content and 

software for collaborative, joyful, and self-empowered learning. With access to this 

type of tool, children are engaged in their own education, and learn, share, and 

create together. They become connected to each other, to the world and to a 

brighter future." 
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Common Questions 

 

Why do children in developing nations need laptop computers? 

 

Don't think of it as a laptop, think of it as an education. Laptops are a window 

into the world and a tool for learning. And we know from years of experience 

that computers are a wonderful way for all children to learn, create and 

collaborate. 

 

What makes the XO laptop different? 

 

The XO laptop is designed specifically to improve the quality of education to 

children in very remote and sometimes harsh environments. The XO's "dual-

mode" screen was built to be viewed clearly in broad daylight because many 

children in the developing world attend school outdoors. The wireless range 

of the XO is several times greater than most laptops so it's easier to share a 

wireless internet connection. It's also rugged to withstand rough treatment 

and extreme environments. And perhaps most importantly, it's highly power 

efficient using only about 4 watts. 

 

How is it possible to get the cost of the laptop so low? 

 

Volume. If we make a lot of XO's, the cost of each laptop goes way down.   

Hardware. We have worked with some of the best partners in the computing 

world to develop the best and least expensive options for components.   

Software. The XO's operating system is based on a free and open source 

version of GNU/Linux.   

Volunteers. Because we're a non-profit, most of the people working with us 

from the front office all the way to marketing and advertising do so on a 

volunteer basis.   

 

Who has the XO now? 

 

XO's have been given to children in over 30 countries. Rwanda, Nepal, 

Mongolia, Haiti, Peru, and Uruguay just to name a few. You can check out 

some amazing photos of all the different deployments on our Flickr stream 

at www.flickr.com/olpc 

 

Is the OLPC program working? 

 

Absolutely YES! XO's have been in schools now for almost 2 years and the 

results have been astounding. In almost every case both students and 

teachers have given the program rave reviews. Once the laptops are 

introduced school attendance goes way up, and behavior problems go way 

down.  And in many cases, the kids go home after school and teach their 

parents how to use the computer. 



 

 

"Give a Laptop. Change the World." 

 

“Give a Laptop to a child who may have no 

electricity or even running water? 

Give an Education to a child who may have 

no electricity or even running water?” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Specs for XO – 1 

 

A real world laptop for real world change. 

The XO laptop was designed 

collaboratively by experts from academia 

and industry to combine innovations in 

technology and learning. We considered the need to weather extreme 

environmental conditions such as high heat and humidity, and to support 

easy field repair by children and local language support. As a result, the 

XO laptop is durable, functional, energy-efficient, responsive, and fun. 

The XO-1.5 entered mass production in 2009, and saw some minor 

design upgrades in 2010. Key differences from the original XO-1: the new 

model has 1GB of RAM, 4GB of Flash storage (upgradable to 32GB). It 

has a more responsive keyboard and touchpad, and offers the option of 

membrane or traditional keyboards. It charges 25% faster and suspends 

more efficiently, extending the effective battery life. 

The XO is about the size of a textbook and lighter 

than a lunchbox.  

The estimated product lifetime is at least four years.  To help ensure such 

durability, the machines are being subjected to factory testing to destruction, 

as well as field testing by children. 

 

 Durable. 2mm thick walls (normal laptops 1.3mm). 

 Hinged: Can take on different forms.  

 No hard drive, no crashing. 

 Wireless antennas, far better than standard laptops. 

 Auto-adjust screen for when in sunlight. 

 Built-in web cam. 

 “Kid sized” Handles. 

 Uses just 4 Watts power (ordinary laptop = 40). When  

no electricity, can be charged by sunlight. 

 

 

 

 



Questions 
 

Do the children know what the internet is? 

 

 

 

 

Do the children know what a laptop is? 

 

 

 

 

Do the children know how to use? 

 

 

 

 

Are they aware of pop culture? 

 

 

 

 

What Medias of advertising are available to them? 

 

 

 

 

How many children are schooled? 

 

 

 

 



Something I found & thought was interesting 
 

If the World were 100 PEOPLE: 

 

50 would be female, 50 would be male  

 

26 would be children 

There would be 74 adults, 

8 of whom would be 65 and older 

 

There would be: 

60 Asians 

15 Africans 

14 people from the Americas 

11 Europeans 

 

33 Christians 

22 Muslims 

14 Hindus 

7 Buddhists 

12 people who practice other religions 

12 people who would not be aligned with a religion 

 

12 would speak Chinese, 5 would speak Spanish, 5 would speak English,  

3 would speak Arabic, 3 would speak Hindi,  3 would speak Bengali,  3 

would speak Portuguese, 2 would speak Russian, 2 would speak 

Japanese, 62 would speak other languages. 

 

83 would be able to read and write; 17 would not  

 

7 would have a college degree, 22 would own or share a computer 

 

77 people would have a place to shelter them 

from the wind and the rain, but 23 would not  

 

1 would be dying of starvation 

15 would be undernourished 

21 would be overweight  

 

87 would have access to safe drinking water 

13 people would have no clean, safe water to drink 
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Note: over two-thirds of the world's 793 million illiterate 

adults are found in only eight countries (Bangladesh, China, 

Egypt, Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, and Pakistan); of 

all the illiterate adults in the world, two-thirds are women; 

extremely low literacy rates are concentrated in three 

regions, the Arab states, South and West Asia, and 

Sub-Saharan Africa, where around one-third of the men and 

half of all women are illiterate 

 

61 million out-of-school children in 2010 
 

 

 
 

 

http://huebler.blogspot.co.uk/2012/07/oos.html

